E428

It is an honor for me to rise today and rec-
ognize the brave men and women of Amer-
ica’s armed forces, and in particular, the brave
men and women of Alabama’s Air National
Guard. May their dedication to the cause of
freedom be an example to their families,
friends, neighbors, and citizens throughout
Alabama and across the United States of
America.

——————
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Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor the
Harry T. Clunn Memorial Post 9220 VFW in
Bensalem, Pennsylvania, as it celebrates its
60th anniversary. Throughout the entirety of
the Bensalem VFW’s history, the Post and its
members have worked tirelessly and selflessly
for the betterment of the community as a
whole.

The spirited efforts of the Post's members
reflect the memory of Lieutenant Harry T.
Clunn, who sacrificed his life for his country.
The Bensalem VFW Post embodies the civic
duty and patriotism that Lieutenant Clunn
showed during his service to this nation. Lieu-
tenant Clunn, a graduate of Bensalem High
School, enlisted and trained as a navigator
with the 409th Bombardier Squadron at Hondu
Air Base in Texas. At the height of the Second
World War, the squadron was deployed to the
China-Burma-India Theater of Operations. On
April 12, 1944, Lieutenant Clunn and his fellow
airmen were tragically killed after completing a
bombing mission.

Madam Speaker, the Bensalem VFW post
has worked hard to honor Lieutenant Clunn
and all the other men and women who have
valiantly given their lives on the battlefield to
protect the freedom we as Americans enjoy. In
the memory of Lieutenant Clunn, members of
the Post have contributed tremendous time
and energy to the Bensalem community. The
Post has supported local softball teams and
senior citizen dinners. They have organized
the “Voice of Democracy” essay contest for
high school students and the “Patriots Pen”
essay contest for middle school students.
Each year, members of the Post contribute
time and money to the Marines’ “Toys for
Tots” program, the St. Francis Home for the
Homeless, the Delaware Valley Veterans
Home and the Scotland School for Veterans’
Children.

With great pride, the Bensalem VFW Post
publicly commemorates our fallen soldiers and
all members of the military, thanking them for
their commitment and devotion to defending
our country. Each Memorial Day, members as-
sist in the placement of thousands of Amer-
ican flags and markers at grave sites. But
more generally speaking Madam Speaker, the
members of the Bensalem VFW Post exem-
plify the commitment to public service that is
at the core of our shared American values.
They serve as an inspiration to the rest of the
community, and a reminder that we are all in-
debted to the brave men and women who
gave their lives before us. Madam Speaker,
on behalf of the Bensalem community, it is my
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honor to recognize the Harry T. Clunn Memo-
rial Post 9220.
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Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, recently Am-
bassador Alexandros Mallias, of the Republic
of Greece to the United States, was honored
by The Committee for the International Salute
to the Life and Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King. | would like to congratulate Ambassador
Mallias for receiving the Martin Luther King
Legacy Award for International Service. |
would also like to insert into the RECORD the
remarks that Ambassador Mallias made upon
receiving this award:

It is with a spirit of humility, in the sense
advocated by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
that I receive today the Martin Luther King
Legacy Award for International Service and
serve as Co-Chairman of the committee for
the International Salute to the Life and Leg-
acy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., A Man
for All Nations.

His words and his message are timeless.
They are an indelible part of the permanent
and indispensable voice of our conscience. As
long as these inequalities and disparities
exist among peoples, nations, and con-
tinents, continue to exist, I have the right to
say that there is an unfinished peace on
Earth; there is an unfinished democracy on
Earth. Ultimately, there is an unfinished
dream.

My first recollection of Dr. King’s powerful
words goes back to my teenage years, living
in a democratic and free society, Greece, in
1964, when he received the Nobel Prize for
Peace. His words, however powerful, seemed
unreal, as I could not conceive the images he
painted.

I was a sophomore at the University of
Athens, when, on April 4, 1968, the radio
broadcast that Dr. King was assassinated in
Memphis. His words came to me full circle,
and sadly, I could identify with them. My
world had changed, as my country, Greece—
the birthplace of democracy—had come
under military dictatorship.

That was part of the greatness of Dr. King.
His message transcended geographic and cul-
tural boundaries. The roar and ripple of his
words stretched across oceans and seas,
mountains and valleys, deserts and savan-
nahs, and spoke to people like myself who
had never met him.

In his Birmingham jail cell he wrote, “| sub-
mit that an individual who breaks a law that
conscience tells him is unjust and who will-
ingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment.

. is in reality expressing the highest re-
spect for law.”

Aeschylus, in Prometheus-bound, describes
the cry of Prometheus as follows: “l knew
when | transgressed nor will deny it In helping
Man, | brought my troubles on me.”

Sophocles, one of Greece’s greatest play-
wrights, put similar words in the mouth of his
reluctant heroine, Antigone, who said: “I will
not obey an unjust law, and if something hap-
pens because of it—so be it.” A few months
ago, Francoise, my wife, and |, visited Bir-
mingham. We paid our respects to the strug-
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gle for freedom and equal rights enshrined in
Birmingham'’s central square, The Civil Rights
Museum, and the churches.

The adoption of the Brunetta C. Hill Elemen-
tary School of Birmingham, Alabama, by the
Embassy of Greece, is indicative of the very
special affinites Greeks feel for what Bir-
mingham represents. Today, speaking from
this tribune, | very humbly wish to dedicate my
remarks to this school, its students, teachers,
and administration. Furthermore, very few
know that AHEPA, the largest and oldest
Greek-American association, was founded in
1922 in Atlanta, precisely to defend Greek im-
migrants from persecution and segregation.

King’s words are not only relevant today,
but an inspiration and guide for current chal-
lenges. In the ancient Greek tradition, an indi-
vidual must partake in the responsibility and
concerns of all society. So does Martin Luther
King tell us that, “An individual has not started
living until he can rise above the narrow con-
fines of his individualistic concerns to the
broader concerns of all humanity.”

Dr. King said: “As long as there is poverty
in the world, | can never be rich, even if | have
a billion dollars.” “As long as disease is ramp-
ant, and millions of people around the world
cannot expect to live more than 30 years, |
can never be totally healthy.” “I can never be
what | ought to be until you are what you
ought to be. This is the way our world is
made. No individual or nation can stand out
boasting of being independent. We are inter-
dependent.”

There is a moral obligation transcending
continents and borders to stand united and
join forces, efforts, and provide the necessary
means to make it possible for our children’s
and grandchildren’s generations to live in a
better world. We see people dying of hunger.
We see people dying of epidemic diseases.
We see people killed everyday on religious or
ethnic grounds. We see millions of innocent
children as the victims of human trafficking,
exploited in the most odious form of modem
slavery. We see millions of women becoming
victims of human trafficking.

| ask myself, where is the wealth of nations?
Where is justice? Where are the policies and
the measures to remedy the disparities?

Aggregate wealth estimates provided by the
World Bank demonstrate that the European
countries, along with the United States, and
Japan, dominate the top ten wealthiest coun-
tries/nations. The ten poorest countries at the
global level are in Sub-Saharan Africa.

In the twenty-first century, none of us can
argue that this same message is no longer ap-
plicable. Beginning his last speech, known as
“I've been to the mountaintop,” on April 3 in
Memphis, Dr. King said, “I would move on by
Greece and take my mind to Mount Olympos.
And | would see Plato, Aristotle, Socrates,
Euripides and Aristophanes assembled around
the Parthenon. And | would watch them
around the Parthenon as they discussed the
great and eternal issues of reality, but |
wouldn’t stop there.” Politics and policies will
remain irrelevant if they continue missing the
essence that is Man (anthropos). Only through
an anthropo-centric global strategy, can we
improve the plight of those in despair, and in
need. . .”

Madam Speaker, | invite my colleagues
here in the U.S. House of Representatives to
join me in honoring Alexandros Mallias, whose
words exemplify the work of Martin Luther
King, Jr.
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